
 



WHERE'S THE HURRICANE? –– A TRACKING ACTIVITY 
 

T a s k 
Your job as the head meteorologist is to plot the progress of a hurricane, predict the storm's path, and issue watches and 

warnings as necessary. 

 

M a t e r i a l s 
Hurricane Tracking Map, pencil, ruler, compass 

 

B a c k g r o u n d 
A hurricane has been spotted in the Atlantic Ocean.  Every 12 hours, between 7:00 AM and 7:00 PM, you will receive 

information on the location of the eye of the hurricane and be asked to give the proper warnings to the areas that may be affected. 

 You must issue a hurricane warning at least 12 hours before the hurricane hits so that people have time to evacuate the 

area.  Remember, however, that it is dangerous to evacuate an area at night; too many accidents can occur, and people might 

panic.  It is also important to know that evacuations and damage prevention costs money so you don't want to give it too early. 

 Each time you get a location of the hurricane eye, plot its position on the map using the appropriate symbol.  The 

hurricane, however, is much larger than the eye.  Therefore, use the compass to draw a circle around the eye with a radius of 75 

km. (Hint: use the scale.)  All areas encompassed by the circle will experience strong winds and heavy precipitation. 
 

T r a c k i n g   I n f o r m a t i o n 
A. 7:00 PM, May 1–hurricane centered at 25°N latitude and 62°W longitude: 

1. Map the location/position on the tracking map.  Be sure to add the "hurricane circle". 

2. Add a compass rose in the upper right-hand corner in the clear space. 

3. Give the new hurricane a name:  

4. Will you issue any warnings?  Why?  

B. 7:00 AM, May 2–hurricane centered at 23°N and 67°W: 

5. In which compass direction is the hurricane heading?  

6. How far has it traveled in the last 12 hours?   

7. You can assume it will continue traveling at the same speed.  Where will it be in 12 hours?  

8. Will you issue any warnings, and if so, for what areas?  

C. 7:00 PM, May 2–hurricane now centered at 26°N and 71°W: 

9. In which compass direction is the hurricane moving now? 

10. Should you give any warnings to any area?…if so, what areas? 

11. Has the hurricane speed remained fairly constant? 

D. 7:00 AM, May 3–hurricane centered at 27°N and 76°W: 

12. What areas will be affected? 

13. Should you give any warnings now? 

14. Can you wait until the next reading to give out the warnings? Why? 

E. 7:00 PM, May 3–hurricane centered at 28°N and 80°W: 

15. In what compass direction do you think the hurricane will continue? 

16. Will the hurricane continue as it has been or turn and follow the coastline? 

17. How can you make an intelligent guess as to where it may go? 

18. Should you issue any new warnings?  Where? 

F. 7:00 AM, May 4–hurricane centered at 32°N and 81°W: 

19. Which compass direction did the hurricane take? 

20. Were the people in the affected areas warned in time to get out? 

21. Who will receive your next warning? 

G. 7:00 PM, May 4–hurricane centered at 35°N and 77°W: 

22. Was your last warning correct?  Explain. 

What additional information would you like to have to make it possible to predict the hurricane's path more accurately? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


