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Reading a Weather Map

Meteorologists use a series of symbols to provide a picture of local and
national weather conditions. Use the information below to interpret the

weather map.

Materials
e Map for reading the weather
e Hand lens

Procedures
1. Find the station model for Dallas, Texas and Miami, Florida on the

weather map.
2. Find the barometric pressure, temperature, dew point, wind speed, wind
direction and general weather conditions (such as rain, snow).
Determine what type of front is near Dallas and Miami.
In which direction are the fronts, in general, moving across the United
States (the half circles and triangles point in the direction the front is
moving)?
5. Record information and answers to the conclusion questions on your
sheet.
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Conclusion Questions

1. Locate the pressure system over California. Predict what will happen to
the weather in Texas as this system moves to the east.

2. The prevailing westerlies are winds responsible for much of the weather
across the United States. Based on this, would you expect South Carolina to
continue to have clear skies? Explain your reasoning and evidence to support
your answer.

3. The direction line on the station model indicates the direction from which
the wind blows. The wind is named for that direction. Infer what the name of
the station below would be given the station information.
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